
Ancient Indian History

• 13. The 'Mahajanapadas' were:
- A) Early forms of temples
- B) Republics and kingdoms
- C) Types of agricultural land
- D) Religious texts
•Correct Answer•: B) Republics and kingdoms
•Explanation•: The Mahajanapadas were ancient republics and kingdoms in India, prominent
during the 6th century BCE.

---

• 14. Who was known as the 'Napoleon of India'?
- A) Chandragupta Maurya
- B) Ashoka
- C) Samudragupta
- D) Harsha
•Correct Answer•: C) Samudragupta
•Explanation•: Samudragupta, a ruler of the Gupta Empire, was termed the 'Napoleon of India'
for his military conquests and expansionist policies.

---

• 15. The 'Aryan' invasion theory is associated with which historical period?
- A) Indus Valley Civilization
- B) Vedic period
- C) Maurya period
- D) Gupta period
•Correct Answer•: B) Vedic period
•Explanation•: The Aryan invasion theory posits that Indo-Aryan tribes migrated to India during
the Vedic period, influencing the culture and language.

---

• 16. The 'Chola dynasty' is renowned for its achievements in:
- A) Maritime trade and naval power
- B) Architecture and sculpture
- C) Agriculture
- D) Both A and B
•Correct Answer•: D) Both A and B
•Explanation•: The Chola dynasty was notable for its naval power and extensive maritime
trade, as well as its exquisite architecture and sculpture.



---

• 17. The 'Siddhars' were known for their contributions in which field?
- A) Music
- B) Medicine
- C) Astronomy
- D) Dance
•Correct Answer•: B) Medicine
•Explanation•: Siddhars were Tamil saints known for their contributions to medicine, particularly
in Siddha medicine, and spiritual practices.

---

• 18. The first Buddhist council was held during the reign of:
- A) Ashoka
- B) Chandragupta Maurya
- C) Kalashoka
- D) Harsha
•Correct Answer•: C) Kalashoka
•Explanation•: The first Buddhist council was convened shortly after the death of Gautama
Buddha to compile his teachings.

---

• 19. The 'Hindu-Arabic numerals' were developed during which period?
- A) Vedic period
- B) Mauryan period
- C) Gupta period
- D) Post-Gupta period
•Correct Answer•: C) Gupta period
•Explanation•: The numeral system known as Hindu-Arabic numerals was developed during
the Gupta period and later transmitted to the Arab world.

---

• 20. The 'Bhakti movement' in medieval India emphasized:
- A) Ritualistic practices
- B) Personal devotion to a deity
- C) Caste hierarchy
- D) Strict adherence to scriptures
•Correct Answer•: B) Personal devotion to a deity
•Explanation•: The Bhakti movement promoted personal devotion and direct relationships with
deities, transcending caste distinctions and rituals.



---

• 21. Which of the following texts is attributed to Kautilya?
- A) Vedas
- B) Upanishads
- C) Arthashastra
- D) Manusmriti
•Correct Answer•: C) Arthashastra
•Explanation•: Arthashastra is an ancient Indian treatise on statecraft, economic policy, and
military strategy, attributed to Kautilya (Chanakya).

---

• 22. The 'Sarnath Stupa' is associated with which event in Buddhism?
- A) Birth of Buddha
- B) Buddha's first sermon
- C) Enlightenment of Buddha
- D) Death of Buddha
•Correct Answer•: B) Buddha's first sermon
•Explanation•: The Sarnath Stupa marks the location where Buddha delivered his first sermon
after attaining enlightenment.

---

• 23. Which of the following dynasties is known for the construction of the 'Sun Temple'
at Konark?
- A) Chola
- B) Gupta
- C) Kalinga
- D) Pallava
•Correct Answer•: C) Kalinga
•Explanation•: The Kalinga dynasty is known for constructing the Sun Temple at Konark, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site, in the 13th century.

---

• 24. The 'Upanishads' are best described as:
- A) Epic poems
- B) Philosophical texts
- C) Historical accounts
- D) Scientific treatises
•Correct Answer•: B) Philosophical texts



•Explanation•: The Upanishads are ancient Indian philosophical texts that explore concepts like
the nature of reality and the self.

---

• 25. The term 'Shakti' in Hinduism refers to:
- A) Knowledge
- B) Power and energy
- C) Wealth
- D) Virtue
•Correct Answer•: B) Power and energy
•Explanation•: In Hinduism, Shakti represents the feminine divine energy and is associated
with power and dynamism.

---

• 26. The famous rock-cut caves of Ajanta were created during which dynasty?
- A) Maurya
- B) Gupta
- C) Chola
- D) Kushan
•Correct Answer•: B) Gupta
•Explanation•: The Ajanta Caves, renowned for their Buddhist paintings and sculptures, were
created during the Gupta period.

---

• 27. Which ancient Indian text is considered the first known work on political science?
- A) Mahabharata
- B) Arthashastra
- C) Ramayana
- D) Vedas
•Correct Answer•: B) Arthashastra
•Explanation•: Arthashastra, written by Kautilya, is recognized as the earliest work on political
science and governance in India.

---

• 28. The 'Vedic society' was primarily based on:
- A) Nomadic lifestyle
- B) Agriculture and cattle rearing
- C) Industrialization
- D) Trade and commerce
•Correct Answer•: B) Agriculture and cattle rearing



•Explanation•: The Vedic society was largely agrarian, with agriculture and cattle rearing
forming the economic backbone.

---

• 29. Who was the last ruler of the Mauryan dynasty?
- A) Ashoka
- B) Brihadratha
- C) Chandragupta Maurya
- D) Bindusara
•Correct Answer•: B) Brihadratha
•Explanation•: Brihadratha was the last ruler of the Mauryan dynasty, who was assassinated by
his general Pushyamitra Shunga.

---

• 30. The term 'Natyashastra' refers to:
- A) An ancient treatise on music
- B) A work on dance and drama
- C) A religious scripture
- D) An epic poem
•Correct Answer•: B) A work on dance and drama
•Explanation•: Natyashastra, attributed to Bharata Muni, is a comprehensive ancient text on the
performing arts, particularly drama and dance.

---

• 31. The 'Chandela dynasty' is known for which of the following monuments?
- A) Khajuraho Temples
- B) Brihadeeswarar Temple
- C) Sun Temple
- D) Sanchi Stupa
•Correct Answer•: A) Khajuraho Temples
•Explanation•: The Chandela dynasty is famous for the Khajuraho Temples, which are
renowned for their intricate erotic sculptures.

---

• 32. The famous Indian mathematician Aryabhata was born in which century?
- A) 5th century BCE
- B) 5th century CE
- C) 7th century CE
- D) 10th century CE
•Correct Answer•: B) 5th century CE



•Explanation•: Aryabhata, one of the earliest Indian mathematicians and astronomers, was
born in the 5th century CE.

---

• 33. Which of the following is the oldest known language of ancient India?
- A) Pali
- B) Sanskrit
- C) Tamil
- D) Prakrit
•Correct Answer•: B) Sanskrit
•Explanation•: Sanskrit is one of the oldest known languages in India, with a rich literary and
philosophical heritage.

---

• 34. The 'Kalinga War' fought by Ashoka was primarily about:
- A) Expanding trade routes
- B) Territorial expansion
- C) Religious conversion
- D) Maritime dominance
•Correct Answer•: B) Territorial expansion
•Explanation•: The Kalinga War was fought by Ashoka to expand his empire, but it led to his
embrace of Buddhism and a commitment to non-violence.

---

• 35. The 'Jain Tirthankara' Mahavira was born in which of the following places?
- A) Varanasi
- B) Vaishali
- C) Ujjain
- D) Patna
•Correct Answer•: B) Vaishali
•Explanation•: Mahavira, the 24th Tirthankara of Jainism, was born in Vaishali, Bihar.

---

• 36. The 'Harappan civilization' is believed to have declined due to:
- A) Invasions
- B) Natural disasters
- C) Economic decline
- D) All of the above
•Correct Answer•: D) All of the above



•Explanation•: The decline of the Harappan civilization is attributed to a combination of factors
including invasions, climate change, and economic issues.

---

• 37. The 'Sanskritization' refers to:
- A) The adoption of Sanskrit by local languages
- B) The process of adopting Hindu rituals and beliefs
- C) The spread of Buddhism
- D) The rise of regional languages
•Correct Answer•: B) The process of adopting Hindu rituals and beliefs
•Explanation•: Sanskritization describes a process where lower castes adopt the rituals and
practices of higher castes to improve their social status.

---

• 38. The famous temple of 'Brihadeeswarar' is located in:
- A) Madurai
- B) Tanjore
- C) Kanyakumari
- D) Thiruvananthapuram
•Correct Answer•: B) Tanjore
•Explanation•: The Brihadeeswarar Temple, a UNESCO World Heritage site, is located in
Tanjore (Thanjavur) and was built during the Chola dynasty.

---

• 39. The 'Panchatantra' is a famous ancient Indian text known for:
- A) Astronomy
- B) Fables and moral stories
- C) Religious teachings
- D) Historical accounts
•Correct Answer•: B) Fables and moral stories
•Explanation•: The Panchatantra is a collection of ancient Indian animal fables that convey
moral lessons.

---

• 40. The 'Ashoka Pillar' symbolizes:
- A) Buddhist teachings
- B) Mauryan authority
- C) Hindu beliefs
- D) Jain philosophy
•Correct Answer•: A) Buddhist teachings



•Explanation•: The Ashoka Pillars, inscribed with edicts promoting Buddhist values, symbolize
Ashoka's commitment to spreading Buddhism.

---

• 41. Which of the following is considered the first epic of ancient India?
- A) Mahabharata
- B) Ramayana
- C) Puranas
- D) Vedas
•Correct Answer•: B) Ramayana
•Explanation•: The Ramayana, attributed to Valmiki, is considered the first epic of ancient India,
narrating the life of Lord Rama.

---

• 42. The 'Cave of Ajanta' is known for its:
- A) Jain sculptures
- B) Buddhist frescoes
- C) Hindu temples
- D) Chola architecture
•Correct Answer•: B) Buddhist frescoes
•Explanation•: The Ajanta Caves contain exquisite Buddhist frescoes and sculptures dating
back to the 2nd century BCE to the 6th century CE.

---

• 43. Who is known as the 'father of Indian history'?
- A) Kautilya
- B) Megasthenes
- C) Herodotus
- D) Rajaraja Chola
•Correct Answer•: B) Megasthenes
•Explanation•: Megasthenes was an ancient Greek ambassador to the Mauryan court, whose
writings provide valuable insights into Indian society and culture.

---

• 44. The famous 'Buddhist stupa' at Sanchi was built during the reign of which ruler?
- A) Ashoka
- B) Chandragupta Maurya
- C) Samudragupta
- D) Harsha
•Correct Answer•: A) Ashoka



•Explanation•: The Sanchi Stupa, a UNESCO World Heritage site, was built during the reign of
Emperor Ashoka to house relics of the Buddha.

---

• 45. The term 'Varnas' refers to:
- A) Kings
- B) Warriors
- C) Social classes
- D) Philosophers
•Correct Answer•: C) Social classes
•Explanation•: Varnas are the four main social classes in ancient Indian society: Brahmins
(priests), Kshatriyas (warriors), Vaishyas (traders), and Shudras (laborers).

---

• 46. The 'Rigveda' primarily deals with:
- A) Social laws
- B) Religious hymns
- C) Military tactics
- D) Agricultural practices
•Correct Answer•: B) Religious hymns
•Explanation•: The Rigveda consists of hymns dedicated to various deities and describes
rituals, cosmology, and philosophy.

---

• 47. Who composed the famous work 'Shakuntala'?
- A) Aryabhata
- B) Kalidasa
- C) Ashvaghosha
- D)Bhasa
•Correct Answer•: B) Kalidasa
•Explanation•: Kalidasa, one of the greatest Sanskrit poets and dramatists, composed
'Shakuntala,' a celebrated play about love and destiny.

---

• 48. The 'Nanda dynasty' is known for its:
- A) Cultural contributions
- B) Wealth and administration
- C) Military prowess
- D) Religious reforms
•Correct Answer•: B) Wealth and administration



•Explanation•: The Nanda dynasty is known for its wealth, efficient administration, and the
unification of northern India prior to the Maurya dynasty.

---

• 49. The term 'Upanishad' means:
- A) To sit down near
- B) Philosophy
- C) Scriptures
- D) Rituals
•Correct Answer•: A) To sit down near
•Explanation•: The term 'Upanishad' means "to sit down near," referring to students sitting near
their teacher to learn philosophical concepts.

---

• 50. The famous 'Ajanta Caves' were discovered in which year?
- A) 1819
- B) 1825
- C) 1875
- D) 1901
•Correct Answer•: A) 1819
•Explanation•: The Ajanta Caves were rediscovered in 1819 by a British officer, leading to
renewed interest in ancient Indian art.

---

• 51. The 'Vedic texts' were primarily composed in which language?
- A) Tamil
- B) Sanskrit
- C) Prakrit
- D) Pali
•Correct Answer•: B) Sanskrit
•Explanation•: The Vedic texts were composed in Sanskrit, which is considered the classical
language of ancient India.

---

• 52. The 'Mahabharata' is attributed to which sage?
- A) Valmiki
- B) Vyasa
- C) Kalidasa
- D) Ashvaghosha
•Correct Answer•: B) Vyasa



•Explanation•: The Mahabharata, one of the largest epic poems in the world, is traditionally
attributed to the sage Vyasa.

---

• 53. The famous 'Chola bronze sculptures' are characterized by:
- A) Realism
- B) Abstract art
- C) Religious themes
- D) Both A and C
•Correct Answer•: D) Both A and C
•Explanation•: Chola bronze sculptures are known for their realism and often depict deities,
emphasizing religious themes.

---

• 54. The 'Tughlaq dynasty' is primarily associated with which of the following?
- A) Cultural revival
- B) Architectural achievements
- C) Political instability
- D) Trade expansion
•Correct Answer•: C) Political instability
•Explanation•: The Tughlaq dynasty is known for its political instability and frequent changes in
capital and administrative policies.

---

• 55. The famous text 'Panchatantra' primarily consists of:
- A) Historical narratives
- B) Fables and moral lessons
- C) Philosophical discourses
- D) Religious scriptures
•Correct Answer•: B) Fables and moral lessons
•Explanation•: The Panchatantra is a collection of animal fables that convey moral lessons,
aimed at educating young minds.

---

• 56. The 'Satavahana dynasty' is known for its contributions in:
- A) Trade and commerce
- B) Literature
- C) Sculpture
- D) All of the above
•Correct Answer•: D) All of the above



•Explanation•: The Satavahana dynasty made significant contributions to trade, literature, and
sculpture, particularly in the Deccan region.

---

• 57. Which ancient Indian text is associated with astrology and astronomy?
- A) Samhita
- B) Surya Siddhanta
- C) Brahmana
- D) Aranyakas
•Correct Answer•: B) Surya Siddhanta
•Explanation•: The Surya Siddhanta is an ancient Indian text that deals with astronomy and
mathematics, providing techniques for astronomical calculations.

---

• 58. The 'Indo-Greek' rulers were known for:
- A) Promoting Buddhism
- B) Patronizing the arts
- C) Trade expansion
- D) All of the above
•Correct Answer•: D) All of the above
•Explanation•: The Indo-Greek rulers promoted Buddhism, patronized the arts, and expanded
trade routes, facilitating cultural exchanges.

---

• 59. The term 'Narmada' in ancient Indian geography refers to:
- A) A mountain range
- B) A river
- C) A city
- D) A kingdom
•Correct Answer•: B) A river
•Explanation•: The Narmada is one of the major rivers in India, flowing westward and
historically significant in ancient Indian geography.

---

• 60. The 'Sangam literature' refers to works composed during which period?
- A) Vedic period
- B) Maurya period
- C) Tamil classical period
- D) Gupta period
•Correct Answer•: C) Tamil classical period



•Explanation•: Sangam literature comprises ancient Tamil texts that were composed during the
Tamil classical period, reflecting the culture and society of that era.


